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 WEST SIDE
CHURCH OF CHRIST   

DIOS LE BENDIGA! (God Bless You!) 

The Process of Discipleship

  It is interesting when reading through the gospels, to see the way Jesus works with his disciples to transform them 
into people who thought and acted like him. They had no way of comprehending what Jesus was doing. Their concept 
of Messiah had been forged by their upbringing in which they were taught that the Messiah would bring about a military 
revolution that would restore Israel to independence and have a place of prominence among the nations of the world. The 
Messiah would bring back the Kingdom of David and lead Israel as a priest-king. With that image in mind, they imagined 
themselves as playing a role in leadership of the military coup and a place of prominence in the new Kingdom. They would 
be heroes of Israel and have books and songs written about them.
 It was painful for them to learn that their vision of the future was not reality. They would be famous, more than 
they could possibly imagine but not for what they thought. They would never live in kings’ palaces or be wealthy beyond 
belief. They would be persecuted and most of them killed for their beliefs and for their faith in Christ but their names would 
be known and revered for millennia. 
 The transition from what they thought they would be doing to realizing the place God had given them was a painful 
one. It was one that required humility and great faith. They had to learn to rely on the Holy Spirit and to lead others in the 
way of truth. It didn’t happen overnight.
 While Jesus was with them, they often had discussions about which of them would be the greatest. James and 
John asked to be seated on the right and left hand of Jesus in his kingdom. They were struggling for position never really 
understanding the task they would be given. Jesus often told them that the greatest among them would be the servant of 
all. Humility was to be a key character trait for anyone following Jesus. He vividly illustrated the concept of humility in John 
13 when he took on the attire of a servant and washed the feet of his disciples. For them, learning to be like Jesus was a 
process. They didn’t change quickly. They often didn’t understand but over time they learned, they matured and they got it. 
 That is the way of discipleship. People don’t come up out of the water at their baptism as mature believers. They 
enter a process to mature into disciples.
	 There	are	two	things	that	are	barriers	for	most	all	who	are	in	the	process	of	becoming	disciples.	The	first	is	pride.	
Pride stunts the growth of all who seek to follow Jesus. Pride tells us we don’t need to change and grow. Pride is a friend 
of good but an enemy of better. Pride and arrogance damage our witness of what Christ is doing in our lives and in the 
world. Pride keeps people in comfortable places and refuses to stretch in faith. Proud, arrogant people will never realize 
their potential as disciples of Christ. 
 The second barrier is fear. Fear of what others will think, fear that we might fail, fear of loss and many other things 
will keep us from growing as disciples. We must overcome fear with faith and trust in God to take us where he needs us 
even if the road leads through dark valleys. We must be dedicated to giving all to him no matter the cost. 
 Discipleship is a process that is ongoing. Those in the process will always be growing and changing and adapting 
to the will of God. They may never be totally complete but they will always be improving for God’s glory and for his Kingdom.

by Tim Tripp

Hello my West Side Family!
In	our	first	Sunday	here	at	our	new	building,	we	are	worshiping,	celebrating	and	looking	for	many	victories	for	
the Lord! We have a new beginning, a new opportunity to continue to grow, to reach more souls and to put to 
work our talents serving the Lord. Nothing is impossible if we are in God’s hand. Our God wants us to keep busy, 
to be working making his will. So, please keep praying for us as we will do for you, and if God’s will, we will be 
worshipping together again soon. I will keep you informed about our progress here at LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO 
(that’s what our new sign will have outside!)  We love you and we will always be part of the same body of Christ!
Blessings to my West Side Family!

by Aris Ortiz



Week of: 10-31-2021

Attendance

Sunday AM - 245 
Wednesday PM - 62

Family Illness and Recovery

Gathering Times

Sunday Morning 10 Am Worship
& Kids for Christ 

ages 1yr-5th grade

In- Person Adult/Teen  Bible Study 
Wednesdays 6:30pm - Room 3 & Cornerstone

Friendship Cafe and Conversational Christianity 
Sunday Mornings at 8:45 

In- person Adult Bible Study 
Sunday Mornings at 9am

Sign up for WS emails at 
westsidear.org/subscribe

Margaret Grant is having some complications following knee 
replacement surgery. She is currently hospitalized with GI bleeding. 
Please keep her in your prayers for this condition to get under 
control allowing her to return home soon and continue her recovery. 

Tami Robinson is scheduled for a PET scan on Nov. 11th.  Please 
continue to keep her in your prayers as addditional tests are required 
and full diagnosis and  course of action plans are made. 

Helen Stephens is currently hospitlaized and undergoing rehab 
following surgery to mend a broken hip. Please pray for her 
improved strength and complete healing.

Ongoing prayer requests:
Jesse  Boshears - cousin of  Chad Crain
Sofia	Juarez		
Sid Womack

Love. Share. Disciple.

Weekly Giving: $13,103 

Weekly Budget: $ 13,820 

YTD Giving: $ 581,269

YTD Budget: $ 608,069

West Side News

Hey West Side! 
At Camp Caudle we are planning (with the help of Rocky and 
Cindy Jones) to once again host our Old Fashioned Christmas 
events! 
It’s a wonderful time of the year, and we have different activities 
like readings of the Christmas story, cookie making, crafts, 
writing letters to Santa, and hayrides! There are more details 
and activities to come, but it’s high time to save the afternoon of 
December 4th on your calendars!
This is a fundraising even for Camp, so there is a cost per child 
coming	 to	 participate	 -	 $15	 for	 the	 first	 child,	 $10	more	 for	 a	
second child, and register three for $30!
We are also looking for volunteers to help out with this event - if 
you have helped in the past, or are interested in coming out to 
help, please let Marcus McCormick know. Sign-up sheets will 
be in the foyer starting this week. Send Marcus a Facebook 
message, or  text at (512)-296-7567, or an email at marcus@
campcaudle.org.

Pantry Needs:

Please help restock our pantry with items we use for homeless meals 
and dialysis clinic

Needed Items are:;

Individual cans of Tuna (packed in water ,not oil )

Ritz crackers - fresh stacks

Individual Applesauce -Unsweetened


