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 WEST SIDE
CHURCH OF CHRIST   

DIOS LE BENDIGA! (God Bless You!) 

New Wine Skins

    I roomed with my brother for one year at Harding. When we left for Christmas break after the first semester, we 
accidentally left our door unlocked. It was just what our opportunistic, creative pranking neighbors had been hoping for. 
When my brother and I returned to our room after Christmas break, we noticed something was wrong as soon as we 
stepped in the room. As we looked around, we could not figure out exactly what it was but something had definitely changed 
about the appearance of our room. It took us a while but we finally realized what had happened. Someone (we later found 
to be our neighbors) had slipped into our room and reversed our room around. They had carefully swapped the stuff on my 
side with things on my brother’s side. Pictures, books, clothes, trash, bedding and everything had been removed from the 
side it was on and placed in the identical location on the other side of the room. It felt so wrong. Even when we were not sure 
of what had changed, just the fact that there was change was unsettling and uncomfortable.
 The people who spent time with Jesus may have experienced that feeling as well. One of the things that caused 
the crowds to follow him is that he was different. There was a confidence about his teaching that they had not seen in other 
teachers. Those who fancied themselves as the “keepers of the way” were uncomfortable around Jesus. He challenged the 
status quo and did not do some of the things their traditions taught. Because of that, they accused him of being on the side 
of the devil.
 At one time John’s disciples asked him why his disciples did not fast. John’s disciples fasted. The Pharisees and 
their disciples fasted, so why did Jesus’ followers not fast. Jesus answered with a wedding metaphor asking, “Do the guests 
at a wedding party mourn while the bridegroom is still with them?” Jewish weddings were a huge celebration with feasting 
that went on for days in some cases. The answer was obviously, “no” (Matt 9:14-17). Then Jesus went on to construct a 
metaphor stating that no one would put a new patch on old fabric because the new fabric would pull away from the old. He 
continued saying that it would be unwise to put new wine in old wine skins because the new wine would cause the old wine 
skins to burst. 
 He was saying that not everyone would be able to accept the way of Jesus because it was not the traditional way 
of doing things. Things were changing. The mission was new and Jesus prepared his followers for what lay ahead. The 
Pharisees could not accept what Jesus taught because it was different. They could not see that he was right because they 
would not accept what was different. They had no tolerance for different. They thought they had it all figured out. So, when 
God was in the flesh before their eyes, they not only missed him but played a key role in his execution.
 We should all make it our goal to never be inflexible. The inflexible, like the old wineskins, cannot tolerate anything 
new even when the new is good, beneficial and true. Of course, the new should be considered and vetted but never rejected 
just because it is not the old way. God can never redirect those who are inflexible. He can never show new insights or teach 
different methods to those who only see it one way. Inflexibility could cause us to miss something God is doing among us.
 Like new wine skins we should stay open, stay flexible and listen for God to speak. When his spirit moves, be ready 
to follow, even if it changes everything.

by Tim Tripp

Blessings my West Side Family!
God’s blessings never end. We, (the Hispanic group) had the blessing to attend a Bible Conference in Houston 
Texas that has happened every year since 1986. I was baptized at that first conference. Brothers and sisters from 
different congregations from different states and countries have the opportunity to be together to worship, have 
fellowship and experience God’s love on those days. We see the richness and feel the joy by being together. The 
hospitality from the brothers and sisters that we didn’t know at the moment; opening their houses, homes and 
hearts to others with great love.  I believe as a Christians, we need to do what we read in the Scriptures about 
the first believers.  Our experience attending those conferences has encouraged everyone who went (20). We 
were encouraged, lifted and inspired to do more for the Lord. One of our young boys: Enrique, won 3rd place in 
a Bible Bowl competition!  We are blessed for the support you gave us my West Side family! May God continue 
blessing all the West Side Family!

by Aris Ortiz



Week of: 7-4 -2021

Attendance

Sunday AM  - 316

Wednesday PM - 57

Family Illness and Recovery

Gathering Times
Sunday Morning 10 Am Worship

& Kids for Christ 
ages 1yr-5th grade

In- Person Adult/Teen  Bible Study 
Wednesdays 6:30pm - Room 3

Friendship Cafe and Conversational Christianity 
Sunday Mornings at 8:45 

In- person Adult Bible Study on Ephesians 
Sunday Mornings at 9am begining July 18

Sign up for WS emails at 
westsidear.org/subscribe

Lydia Franklin is improving. Please keep her in your prayers 
for overall health and wellness. 

Brenda Holmes returned to Mayo Clinic on July 8th for 
an appointment. She will return in December for another 
procedure. Please continue to pray for complete healing. 

Other News

New Adult Bible Class
A Study on Ephesians will begin next Sunday, July 18th at 9 
am in room 3.

Baptism
Congratulations to Claire Davis who was recently baptized 
at Camp Caudle! Way to go Claire! 

Bible Bowl Champ
Congratulations to Enrique Hernandez who won 3rd 
place in a Bible Bowl Competition at the Huston Bible 
Conference last week! 

Welcome Baby! 
Congratulations to  Alex & Lauren Pipkin and big brother 
Jace, on the arrival of  Valerie Jo on July 6th. All are doing 
very well. 

Love. Share. Disciple.

Weekly Giving: $ 12,400 

Weekly Budget:$ 13,820 

YTD Giving: $ 375,184 

YTD Budget: $ 373,133

West Side News

  Upcoming Service Projects: 
Mark your calendars - Saturday, July 31st is 
Serve Day at the Student Center. Several 
projects to be done - More details to come!

August 14 &21 will be clean - up work days at West Side! 
More details coming soon. Questions? See Jerry Yates

Sunday Night in the Park 
July 18th we will have a Cookout & Ice 
Cream Social in Old Post Park at 5pm! 

Bring lawn chairs, games, side dishes and 
especially Home -made Ice Cream! 

Hamburgers and Drinks will be provided.
There are plenty of electrical outlets - perfect 

for those Ice Cream Freezers! 
This will be a great time of fellowship and fun! 

Hope to see you there! 

Friendship Cafe 
We need more volunteers to bring donuts or 

muffins to the Friendship Cafe on Sundays. More 
volunteers means less work for each one!  If you 
are willing to help, please let Cindy Jones know. 


