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by Tim Tripp

    What do you believe? It is not a simple question. We all have many beliefs about many things and
those beliefs are ever evolving as we have new life experiences. Even our beliefs about spiritual things
change from time to time as we have new experiences, new perspectives and new information. Our
interpretation of scripture can also evolve. Most of us view some things differently than we did a
decade or two ago.
        It is that evolution that makes doctrine and polity difficult. We don’t all change at the same rate and some
changes are more difficult to swallow than others. Anytime there is a shift in doctrine and/or polity in a church,
things get interesting. 
     To define terms, doctrine is our beliefs that have been informed by our understanding of the Bible.
Sometimes doctrine is simply stated in the words of scripture. What we believe about the virgin birth of Jesus is
word for word out of the Bible (Luke 1:26-38 and others). Doctrines surrounding Jesus’ deity, his purpose for
coming to earth and living as a man among men (incarnation), his death on the cross as an atoning sacrifice for
the sins of man and his resurrection from the dead are all clear teachings of scripture. Jesus himself defined the
roles of belief, faith, and baptism as key elements on the road to discipleship. 
    Other doctrines can be a little tricky and may not be as clear. The doctrine of predestination is a good
example of that. I have a good feel for what I believe about it but I understand why others might see it
differently. What about doctrines surrounding spiritual gifts like speaking in tongues, prophecy and healing?
Some may find it difficult to find a passage of scripture that clearly defines what they believe about that. Does
that make it wrong? Not necessarily but it does make it a belief one should never be closed minded about.
    Church polity is made up of the rules about how we “do church.” How we select leaders, how they make
decisions, who does the preaching and teaching, how services are conducted, what facilities are built and how
they are to be used are all examples of polity. Some of those flow from scripture as well, where there is a clear
teaching (ex: the character of the men who are to be considered for the office of elder or deacon). Others (like,
how leaders are selected) are determined by leaders who through prayer and discernment of the Holy Spirit set
such procedures.
     Back to what we do when we disagree. I suggest that there are a couple of questions we ask each ourselves
before doing anything. One question is, “is this about a clear teaching of scripture or is this an area that may be
a little more complicated?” There is not much wiggle room around clear, “thus saith the Lord,” teachings
however those with less clarity can have more discussion around them. One measure of how tightly to hang on
to doctrine or polity is to ask, how clear is the teaching around it? Is there a clear statement without cultural
attachments (ex. women wearing head coverings) in the New Testament? Where there is less clarity, there can
be more flexibility. The other question is, “is this worth dividing the body of Christ over?” According to clear
teachings in scripture, the answer to the last question is almost always, no.
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Prayer Requests
Jerri Tabor is recovering from shoulder surgery on
Thursday. Please keep her in your prayers for
healing as this will be an extensive recovery time.

Linda Oliver is recovering following her recent
surgery for breast cancer. Please keep her in your
prayers for rapid healing and effective treatment. 

Please remember George and Wanda Reed in
prayer as they each have had a time of illness
recently. 

Rex Chambers is still  undergoing a series of tests to
determine the best course of action for his heart
condition. Please pray for his health and stamina as
he works with doctors on this decision. 

Joel and Emilia Delgado, great-grandchildren of
Kay Larson, have both had RSV recently. Please
pray for these little ones and their parents as they
care for sick babies. 

Ongoing Prayer Requests:
Tami Robinson
Norman Shay - Hospice care
Danny Jarra & family
Oliver Blankenship
Homebound/ Nursing Home 
Gladys Norwood 
Janis Murphy
Cathryn Cates
Betty Grinder
Wanda Bailey -Stonebridge
Lynda Lamberson - Legacy Heights

Kids Corner 8/7/22 

 by Kaitlin McCormick

This school year in KFC, we are
going to focus on building the
foundations of our faith by
answering the question “Who is
God?” 

Main Idea: To make our faith strong
and unshakable, we will build a
strong foundation (truths we know
and believe that hold everything
else up)

Bible Verse: “For no one can lay a
foundation other than the one
already laid which is Jesus Christ” –
1 Cor. 3:11 

Song: Wise man built his house
upon the rock/Jesus, my firm
foundation

 

A message from  Renew
 

On August 21, we will be having our College Sunday at
West Side. We are hoping to have a several TECH

students join us for worship as well as a meal to follow!
Please make plans to join us at the Student
Center after worship to eat and meet our
students. You are such an important part of their

lives!
 

Here’s where we need your help before that day. We
are going to put together gift baskets to give to each

student that morning. 
 

All items will need to be put on the Renew table, in the
lobby, by August 17.  Monetary donations are also

welcome! See Grayson or Amanda Taylor to donate. 
 

Thank you for loving our college students and making
them feel at home!

 
Items needed:

“Pocket sized” tissues 
Ramen noodles

Pens
Highlighters

Laundry detergent
Dryer sheets 

Candy/Chocolate 
Gum

Individual packaged snacks/chips/muffins 
Bandaids
Chapstick

Bottles of water
Paper towels

Disinfecting wipes 
Sticky notes 

Shout wipes/Stain remover

Wedding Shower
Please join us for a wedding

shower in honor of 
Anna Tripp Bray and new

husband Taylor 
on Sunday August 14th at 1pm
in the Rock. Anna and Taylor

are registered at Millyns,
Target and Amazon.

Welcome Baby! 
Amos Conlee Spradlin arrived

August 4, 2022 
weighing in at a healthy 9lb
3oz. Proud Parents are Alex

and Rebekah Spradlin. 
 

Baby Shower
Join us for a baby  girl shower  in

honor of Christina George 
On Sunday August 28th at 2pm 

in the Rock. 
The Georges are registered at

babylist.com

Expectant Mothers
Sarah Rabb

Alahna James

Congratulations
Congratulations to  Craig and
Jessica Davis on their recent

adoption of Gatlin James
Davis! We are currently

hosting a basket shower in
their honor. Please place gift
cards and other small items
in the "Baby Shark" themed
basket on the table in the

hallway near the KFC Room.  


