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Prayer Requests
Margaret Helms is in Baptist Rehab and is
slowly getting better.  Please continue to pray
for her strength and complete healing.  Still no
visitors at this time.

Lydia Franklin is having some valve issues, and
is waiting for the surgeons at the Heart
Hospital to decide on the best option to fix
them.  Please be praying for answers and
solutions.

Tami Robinson has requested special prayers
as she has a big scan coming up this Tuesday,
December 20th.  Please pray big for her
cancer at the very least to have shrunk, or be
gone completely.

Tasha Greer's grandmother, Margaret
Ledgerwood passed away this week.  Prayers
for peace and comfort for Tasha and family
during such a difficult time.

Helen Stephens has been placed under Hospice
care at Brookdale.  Please be praying for
peace for her and her family.

 

Sunday December 18th
Charli Horton 2 doz donuts
Deanna Cole 2 doz donuts

Baristas:  Cindy Jones, Jenifer Hurt
No Friendship Cafe on December 25

*No cookie schedule for the month of
December, but will start back up in

January.*

Re
new Cookie Crew

by Kaitlin McCormick
Please drop your kids off in  their

KFC classroom before worship
begins.  They wi l l  be performing a
short Christmas program today,

then join you for worship after
the program!

 
Remind your kiddos about our

gracious God and the best gift  He
ever gave us – His Son,  Jesus

(Immanuel,  God with us),  sent to
save us from our sins so we

could be with God!
 

“By grace you have been saved
through faith.  And this  is  not

your own doing;  it  is  the gift  of
God”  –  Eph.2:8

 
Reminder:  No KFC classes next

week.

Ongoing
Bob Clark, Tami Robinson, Jarra Family, Oliver
Blankenship, Mellicent Crain.

Sunday 12/18 Worship Volunteers
L e a d e r :   Z a c h  T a y l o r ,    B a s s :   B r e n t

R u p l e ,  T e n o r :   R o n a l d  R o b e r s o n ,  A l t o :  
 H a l l i e  M i l l e r ,  S o p r a n o :   M a r y  R e i d ,

O p e n i n g  P r a y e r :   D a v i d  R e n t f r o ,
C o m m u n i o n  T h o u g h t :   M a r c u s

M c C o r m i c k ,  E l d e r / C l o s i n g :   M i k e
C o o p e r ,  C r o w s  N e s t :    R i c h a r d  L o v e l a n d

Dinner Church
This past Wednesday was our last Dinner
Church to finish out the year.  We had a great
turnout, and look forward to meeting again
after the holidays.  We will start it back up in
January, on the 11th and 18th, continuing
throughout the year.  Thank you so much for all
that have helped to make this a great time for
our West Side family and community.

                   CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Our Children's Christmas program, "Going
to Bethlehem" is this Sunday, December
18th.  The last practice will be at 9:00am
during Bible Class in the KFC room.  Children
will get dressed in provided costumes in the
KFC room after Bible class.  Then after the
performance, parents please pick up your
children in the KFC room and head over to
the Friendship Cafe for a special treat bag.

Volunteers Needed
Aris is looking for some volunteer teachers
to help with the Citizenship, English, and
Spanish classes starting in January.  Please
reach out to him via text at 479-970-4548
for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult 9am Bible
Classes Winter Quarter Schedule

Room 2 - Hebrews
Room 3 - Sermon on the Mount

Family Soup Potluck
December 18th, following the Children's
Christmas Program and morning services,
bring your favorite soup, cornbread or
crackers, or a dessert and stay to enjoy
family time with your West Side family. 
 Drinks will be provided.

We are planning a special worship on
December 25th, focusing on Jesus's Birth,

filled with songs, and a message, along with
a memorable ending to our Christmas

service that you will want to be a part of.

*There will be no classes on Christmas
day, New Years day, or on Wednesday,
December 28th.  Please take this extra
time to be with family, focusing on
what Christmas is truly about.*

Christmas caroling will be at the Arbors
Friday, Dec. 23rd.  Young and old are invited
to come sing and spread holiday cheer.  Song
sheets and jingle bells provided.  Meet at the
Arbors at 1:30!

Congratulations to Ethan Henson on his
wonderful decision to be baptized on
Wednesday, December 14th, by his dad, Lee.

Jennifer Wortham sent an email thanking you all
for the calls, prayers, words of comfort, cards,
texts, and the beautiful plant.  She said the
outpouring of love from our church makes us so
grateful to belong to the family at West Side.
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Welcome to West Side!

December 18,  2022by Tim Tripp

Last Week
Class -  135          
Worship - 254
Wednesday Night
Bible Study - 104 

Giving: $ 13,545
Weekly Budget:
$13,380
YTD Giving:$ 616,046
YTD Budget:$ 669,019
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A virgin being pregnant
God in the flesh lying in a livestock feeding trough 
Angels praising God with joy while men remained largely unaware
A royal birth commemorated by common shepherds
Foreigners seek to worship while the king seeks to kill

    It is hard to miss the irony. A child destined to be the king of kings and lord of lords born
without a team of physicians and attendants, without a collection of historians present and
without so much as a bed to lie on. It is not the only irony we see in this story either. There are
several things that fly in the face of what seems to be the usual and thus placing an exclamation
point on the pages of history to mark an event that was quite extraordinary. Consider the
following.

   Of course, many have tried to discount this story by calling the miraculous events “poetic
hyperbole”. Even some experts who identify with Christianity do not believe in the miraculous
nature of the birth of Christ. They would like to explain away the supernatural way that Jesus
entered the world. To do that they must bring all of scripture into question and allow mortal man
to assume the position of determining which parts of God’s word are factual and which are not.
How can that not just become a crusade to exalt the parts of scripture you like or want to
believe and reject that which you dislike or question? God’s word is God’s word.
   Had that baby come into the world in the usual way with the expected luxuries enjoyed by
royalty there would be further concern as to the validity of his claims. However, God marked his
coming with supernatural fireworks to force us to choose. Either we choose to believe and
follow His son or we join the scoffers who stubbornly close their eyes and cover their ears this
time of year and act like it didn’t happen. The irony is too much to ride the fence. Either that
baby did grow up as God in the flesh whose teachings are true and right or he didn’t.  
   So, what do you see when you look at the scenes all around town of a baby in a stable with
animals mulling around? Will you be struck by the irony of it all? Will you remember that God
came in the humblest of ways to die in the most horrible of ways to lift the insignificant to the
greatest of glory? Do you think that one day you will bow your knee before this baby/King and
say, “holy, holy, holy?”
     It is hard to miss the irony. This child destined to be the king of kings and lord of lords born in a
barn yet destined to reign in heaven is the Lord and Savior of us all.

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will give birth to a son and will call him
Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14)

A King Born in a Barn


