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      We are currently finishing up a study in Revelation on Wednesday nights. It has been a great study
and we have really enjoyed getting to know the mysterious final book in the Bible. There is a lot in the
book that remains mysterious. It wasn’t written to us and we just don’t know with precision all of what
it refers to. What it does make abundantly clear is that there are two “marks” that were borne by the
people of the earth in that time and that those ‘marks’ separated those who followed the ways of the
world and those who followed the lamb (Jesus). One mark was called the “mark of the beast.” In the
context of the late first century believers, it indicates those who cave to the social and governmental
pressure to worship the emperor. It also included a slide into the dominant culture of immorality,
avarice and contempt for the underculture. Christians who went through the motions of paying
homage to the emperor and being a good ‘citizen’ would get a pass when it came to persecution.
Unfortunately, it also meant they received the ‘mark of the beast’ along with everyone who did the
same, sincerely or not. 
   The other mark was the ‘mark of the lamb.’ That mark was associated with those who kept
themselves from the culture of emperor worship and all that went with it. Those who stood strong
under the pressure from Rome to comply were persecuted mercilessly at times even giving their lives
in horrible ways to stand as an example to others of what happens to those who fail to obey Rome. It
is clear that some of those in the immediate audience of the Revelation of John would suffer greatly
for the cause of Christ. However only those with the mark of the lamb would be entered into the
Lamb’s book of life. Only those whose names are listed there will be invited to share eternity with
God and with the Lamb.
    A clear message from Revelation is that there is no tolerance in heaven for those who try to live
according to both the world’s standards and those of Christ. In many ways, those standards are
mutually opposed. When one confesses Jesus as Lord and is baptized into his name, they fully
accept that his way is the right way. It doesn’t matter which way the cultural winds blow on issues of
how to treat people, morality, money or anything else. What matters is what God wants. What he
says is right, is right.
    As in those days long ago, it is crucial that those who claim to follow Jesus do so regardless of
how that fares in the jury of dominant culture. Christians today cannot engage in the popular issues of
the day taking the side of culture. Jesus followers must follow him. It is not ours to judge. We
shouldn’t have heated arguments. We should love those with whom we disagree on Biblical issues
but what we do is what Jesus would do; no exceptions. 
     Any deference to the cultural standard when it is opposed to the standards of Christ is the same
as taking the ‘mark of the beast.’ Even doing so socially while claiming to not really believe it is turning
away from Jesus to avoid persecution. That is not going to do. If Christians are to live in the holy
tension, they must live holy lives and humbly take holy positions on issues of importance. 
 This can get difficult even in our time but wearing the ‘mark of the Lamb’ has never really been easy.
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Prayer Requests

Last Week:
Sunday Class & Conversation -106
Worship - 262
Giving - $13,049
Wednesday Evening Bible Study -97

Housing assignments are posted in the lobby for
those who signed up to participate.

Hospitality room items can be brought to Room 11 in
the main building. OR, if bringing baked goods or
fresh items, please drop off at the office on Friday
morning the 25th from 9am-Noon to have your
items delivered to the Center. If you are planning to
bring your items directly to the center for the arts on
the day of the event, please do so after 4pm. 

We are currently seeking ushers to help with traffic
flow during the event. Ushers make themselves
available to answer questions and help direct groups
or individuals to their destinations. No special skills
needed - just willingness to be present and watchful.
If you can serve in this way, please see Mark Hixson,
or call the church office. 

 If you are willing to help out at  the merchandise
tables, please sign up for a time slot on the schedule
in the lobby TODAY! 

 
HOUSING

HOSPITALITY ROOM

Ushers

T-Shirt Sales

Jamie Sorrells is recovering from surgery to remove his gall bladder on
Wednesday. Please keep him in  your prayers for an easy and quick
recovery.

Wanda Bailey has moved to an assisted living center. Please pray for
her transition and acclimation. 

Scott Thieman, son-in-law of Carol White, is doing well  following
surgery to repair mitral valve and 3 aneurysms. Please pray for rapid
recovery. 

Connie Koerner is having health and mobility issues. Please pray for
strength and encouragement

Continue to pray for 
Tami Robinson
Sofia Juarez
Jonah Vanderheiden

.

MNFTM needs Little Debbies  (or any type of snack
cakes)  for the Monday night meal distribution. Please
drop off items in the box provided in the hallway outside
of the KFC Room.

Other News

Mark your Calendars!! 

New Song Lunch
We will have a 'New Song Lunch'
on Sunday March 13th immediately following morning worship. Bring ( or
pick up ) your own lunch and meet in the family center for a time of
fellowship centered around singing and learning a couple of new songs for
worship. 

Pie Auction
Camp Caudle Pie Auction Fundraiser 
will take place on March 27th. 
More details coming soon! 


