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      Lord willing, by the time most of you read this, CHRISTeens 2022 will be well underway. Mark
Hixson has done an excellent job in planning this event after last years’ event was canceled amid the
pandemic scare. Mark had to take a very scary step in faith to go ahead this year just trusting that this
weekend would come between spikes in the disease and people would feel comfortable bringing
their kids to participate. After a year off, it would have been easy to just play it safe but Mark stepped
up and hit it out of the park. He has planned a wonderful line-up for the weekend and Lord willing, it
will impact the lives of many.
   The teaching theme for Christeens this hear is the book of Habakkuk. The prophet probably
prophesied around the end of King Josiah of Judah (640-609 BC) and at the beginning of King
Jehoiakim’s reign (609-598 BC). He was dismayed by the moral decline and injustice that was
happening in Judah at the time (especially noteworthy during the reign of King Jehoiakim). His
prophecy was an open communication between himself and God. 
     His first question wondered aloud how long God would let the horrible conditions continue before
he would do something about them. He was also horrified to see that God allowed these things to
happen and did not intervene. He started his questioning of God by saying, “How long O Lord, must I
call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save?” (1:2).
Habakkuk must have asked God numerous times to stop the wickedness but it continued on.
    God answered by acknowledging that he had observed the wickedness that had been taking place
and was preparing to act by raising up the Babylonians to deal with Judah and their wickedness.
Judah’s destruction at the hands of the Babylonians was already in motion.
     Habakkuk was concerned with God’s answer and in his second question he asked how God could
allow his people to be punished by the hand of a people even more wicked than they. God answered
that question by saying that the Babylonians would be punished and brought to ruin as well. 
    Habakkuk closed his short book with a prayer where he painted an image of God as a conquering
warrior who can take at will, any who oppose him. Habakkuk resigned to take God’s will and God’s
timing as it is and trust that even when it doesn’t seem right to man, God’s ways are always right and
good. 
    The beautiful close to the book of Habakkuk is what most remember from the engaging minor
prophet. He says even when things go badly and outcomes are not what was hoped for, he would
praise God regardless and find joy in serving his Savior. The 3 final verses of the book are worth
committing to memory. They seem to be composed as a hymn of praise. They go like this: “Though
the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the
fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will
rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my
feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights.” (Hab. 3:17-19).
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Prayer Requests

Last Week:
Sunday Class & Conversation -131
Worship - 262
Giving - $9,854
Wednesday Evening Bible Study -
Inclement Weather - did not meet

Lynda Lamberson is improving after being hospitalized recently
for respiratory issues. Please continue to keep Lynda and Dale in
your prayers. 

Nadine Jones is currently hospitalized after a fall resulting in
injury. Please keep her in your prayers for a full and speedy
recovery. 

Connie Koerner is having health and mobility issues. Please pray
for strength and encouragement

We extend our sympathy to Stephanie Dunning and family in the
loss of her sister Amanda Harrison. May they comforted and
filled with peace during this time of loss. 

Continue to pray for 
Tami Robinson
Sofia Juarez
Jonah Vanderheiden

.

MNFTM needs Little Debbies  (or any type of snack
cakes)  for the Monday night meal distribution.
Please drop off items in the box provided in the
hallway outside of the KFC Room.

Other News

Mark your Calendars!! 
 

New Song Lunch
We will have a 'New Song Lunch'

on Sunday March 13th immediately following morning worship.
Bring ( or pick up ) your own lunch and meet in the family center for
a time of fellowship centered around singing and learning a couple

of new songs for worship. 
 

Pie Auction
Camp Caudle Pie Auction Fundraiser 

will take place on March 27th. 
More details coming soon! 

CT2022 is
underway!

Thank you for
your help! 


