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W E ' R E  G L A D  Y O U ' R E  H E R E !  

 Engaging Community Article by Tim Tripp

LOVE  | SHARE | DISCIPLE

Welcome to West Side!

   I remember when I was a youngster that the church my family attended took part in numerous
campaigns and strategies trying to reach out to the community. I remember things like the bus
ministry, the Jule Miller filmstrips, “cottage meetings,” gospel meetings and the “One Nation Under
God” campaign. I remember going with my dad and with the youth group to knock on doors and
pass out promotional flyers for a gospel meeting or offering to study the Bible with those who
answered. We met some nice people and would occasionally find someone who agreed to study the
Bible with us. Once in a while someone would attend a service or a meeting we were having but not
many stayed. I’m not saying that the efforts were a waste of time. The few individuals who continued
with the church experienced a changed life, gained a relationship with Jesus and a quite possibly a
home in heaven. However, I can’t help but wonder if there is a better way.
   It seems like back then, all of our efforts revolved around getting people into our building and into
our church. Again, not a bad thing but it limited our impact because in practice it seemed that we
only attracted the people who were like us. We were as homogenous as any group out there. We had
great hopes and dreams but we were not well positioned to accomplish what we set out to
accomplish.
 What if at West Side, we thought about reaching our community differently? What if rather than
thinking first and exclusively about how to get people to our church building, we thought of how to
take God’s love to them? What if our primary method of outreach became engaging with members
of our community in different ways to see how we can love and serve people there? What would it
look like to shift our community outreach priority from events designed to draw people to the
building to events, projects and programs where we engage people in the community?  
   Please don’t hear me to say that I think that inviting people to attend events at our building is bad.
I’m all for continuing efforts like Celebrate Recovery, Monday Night for the Master, and the like. I just
believe that it will be of benefit to the kingdom to engage people out there and build relationships
with them that might lead to a discipling relationship. Lead them to Jesus and let Jesus lead them to
church. 
   I encourage everyone to engage the community around them. Look for ways to build
relationships, to serve others, to show love, to pray with people and share your faith in Jesus. It gets
so much less awkward to begin by serving and praying together than to try to get someone to come
to church with you. That may come but it doesn’t need to start there. 
   Be committed to the community around you. Pray for the people there and look for opportunities
to love, share and disciple. Engage the community. Be on mission in whatever you do. Let people see
Jesus in you wherever you may be. 
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Prayer Requests
Brenda Holmes had a return trip to Mayo last week
which resulted in another surgery. Surgery was
successful and she is scheduled for a follow-up in July.
Please keep her in your prayers for complete healing. 

Tami Robinson received good scan results recently
indicating significant lymph node  improvement and no
cancer anywhere else in her body. Praise God for this
good news and continue to pray for her complete
healing. 

Sympathy:
We extend our sympathy to Cory and Erin (Grice)
Putman on the sudden loss of Cory's father Richard.
Funeral arrangements are pending at this time. Please
keep Cory, Erin, and Sherry Putman in your prayers in
the days and weeks ahead as they navigate through this
time of significant loss. 

 The Y.O.U. conference
has been postponed and
the new date is not yet set.
Details will be provided
when that information is
known. 

CHRISTeens will be here
soon! Feb. 25-27th

Baby Boy Basket
Shower! 

We are having a basket shower  
for James and Haylie Cole who
are expecting their first child

(son)  very soon!  Gift Cards for
Target or Walmart or small

baby items are appreciated.
You can leave your gifts in the
basket provided until Sunday

Jan. 30th. 
 

WSYM 

 
RENEW 

Please remember our Renew
Ministry and all that are gone

to Gulf Coast Getaway this
weekend in your prayers for

safe travel, relationship
building, and spiritual growth.

Due to the uptick in local Covid cases, mask wearing is strongly
recommended in our assemblies. Thank you for your cooperation!

Last Week:
Sunday A.M. Class & Conversation - 89
Worship - 190
Giving - $11,564
Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 62 

Housing Sign-Ups for 
CHRISTeens are in the foyer today! 

If you are interested in housing students
for this event, please sign up soon! For

more information please see Deanna Cole.
 

Notes of Thanks
Dear West Side Family, Thank you so much for the lovely
Christmas Cactus you gave me after the recent death of
my father. It is a lovely reminder that I am part of a
wonderful and loving church family. I love and appreciate
you all so much. Sincerely, Jennifer Helms

West Side Church,  Thank you for the many expressions of
sympathy and especially the basket of beautiful plants. In
Christian love, The Lutrells 


