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    I feel it is important, as we talk about a movement of the Spirit, to remember that movement will always
be challenged. There will always be opposition to God-directed movement and especially when that
movement is in the direction of the mission of God in the world. The spiritual forces of darkness are
always on the lookout for God to move through his people. They want to discourage movement and
continue the sense that being comfortable and safe is sufficient.
    As I read the book of Acts, I find that any great spiritual awakening or great movement of the Spirit is
met by a response from the opposing team. This reality is abundantly clear in the missionary adventures
of Paul and his traveling companions. One such event occurred just after Paul and Barnabas landed in Asia
Minor on the first missionary journey. They arrived at Antioch in Pisidia (see Acts 13:13-52) and began, as
usual, in the Jewish synagogue. After Paul spoke, many Jews and some Gentiles followed them and he
told them more about Jesus. On the following Sabbath, Luke tells us that nearly the whole town showed
up to hear Paul speak. That sounds like an exciting gathering! I’m sure spirits were high as they met with
that crowd. Then the dark side showed up. Some of the Jews became jealous of Paul’s success and they
began to argue with him and provide an unwelcome distraction. In the days following, the disturbance
escalated into unrest as the Jews stirred the town officials against Paul and Barnabas. They began to be
persecuted and threatened if they refused to leave. They left eventually and shook the dust off their
sandals in protest to the treatment they had received. 
    This story repeats itself again and again as Paul and his companions entered a city and began to
preach, they were greeted by a move of the spirit and a magnanimous reception by both Jews and
gentiles. Then some, usually Jews, rise in opposition against them and their message and cause a scene
followed by reprisal that included public rebuke, arrest, orders to leave, imprisonment and even attempts
at execution. When the Spirit of God moves in his people, the forces of darkness respond. 
    I say this as an explanation for what may be happening around us and with certainty will happen as we
follow through with “movement”. As we begin to think about what we need to do to invite the Spirit of God
to move through us in this community, we should expect opposition. No telling what that will look like. It
could come in the form of reduced numbers or financial resources. It could come in the form of division
breaking out among us. It could come from external pressure to conform to some cultural standard. It will
likely be uncomfortable and disheartening but we need to recognize it for what it is. When light shines into
darkness, darkness responds to it.
    Like Paul we will need to remember to stay the course; to continue to be obedient to the call of God
and continue to serve his purposes in our community. We can never let opposition take us off the mission
to love, share and disciple. 

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” Ephesians 6:12
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Prayer Requests

Due to the surge in local Covid cases, mask wearing is strongly
recommended in our assemblies. Thank you for your cooperation!

Last Week:
Sunday A.M. Class & Conversation -118
Worship - 196
Giving - 10,455
Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 72

Christeens is Coming!! 
HOUSING

If you are interested in housing students
for this event, please sign up soon! For

more information please see Deanna Cole
.

HOSPITALITY ROOM
It's time to begin gathering items for the

Hospitality Room! 
Bottled Water, 12 packs of canned sodas,

(please no 2 liters) 
and prepackaged snacks,

or monetary donations are needed. 
Drop off  donated items in Room 11 until

Feb. 25th.
For specific details about snack items and
drinks needed, and to sign up to work a
shift in the Hospitality Room, please see

Wendy Loveland. 
 

The family of Sid Womack
The family of Wayne Nordin
Phyllis Copeland in the loss of her brother Lonnie
Grider
Tom Doan in the loss of his sister Patty Decker
Cory and Erin Putman in the loss of Cory's father
Richard Putman

Jonah Vanderheiden received news this week that his
leukemia is treatable without chemo, and the medication
is already working! Praise God for this news and hopeful
prognosis. Please continue to keep him in your prayers
as he works with doctors to manage medications and
continue to pray for complete healing. 

JIm Betterton continues to have pain, and recent tests
have failed to conclude the cause. Please keep him in
your prayers for answers and healing.

Mary Freeman, friend of the Tabor family,  currently has
covid. Please keep her in your prayers  for a full recovery. 

 
Sympathy:
Several of our number have experienced loss in the last
week. Please remember the following in your prayers as
they adjust to loss and navigate through the future
without their loved ones. 

 

 
 

Attention Ladies:
Harding University is hosting the 
Bloom Conference for Women 

Feb. 18-19, 2022
See the flyer in the lobby for details

on how to register! 
 

Congratulations!! 
You are cordially invited to an Eagle
Scout Court of Honor ceremony for

Jaden Preuit on Sunday, January 30th
at 3:30 pm in the Auditorium.

Refreshments to follow ceremony.

 


