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Politics Again?

     As a community, we are moving into another political season. As I write this, it has already begun here in
the community where we live. The talk about for whom to vote for has already started. The political climate
these days is painfully harsh. Not only do some candidates and their supporters encourage us to vote for
their candidate but they also feel the need to blast the other candidate and spin what is seen as their
shortcomings in the worst possible way. It is so tempting to join in the fray, to stand up for “our” position or
“our” position on the issues and offer scathing critiques of the other side. 
    I believe there are spiritual forces at work in this process. The spiritual forces of darkness are always
seeking to divide people and set them against one another. Their impact is observable. The forces of
darkness will always oppose the forces of light reacting to even our best efforts to be Jesus in the world.
    There will always be opposition to God-directed people and especially when they are on the mission of
God in the world. The spiritual forces of darkness are always on the lookout for God to move through his
people. Satan wants to diminish the impact of that movement. He offers the fruit of aggressively insisting on
the Christian perspective, whispering that “if shouted loud enough it will change the views of others” when
that is rarely what happens. What it does usually is make them look like a bunch of jerks.
     As I read the book of Acts, I find that any Spirit-led people are met by a response from the opposing
spiritual force. This reality is abundantly clear in the missionary adventures of Paul and his traveling
companions. One such event occurred just after Paul and Barnabas landed in Asia Minor on the first
missionary journey. They arrived at Antioch in Pisidia (see Acts 13:13-52) and began, as usual, in the Jewish
synagogue. After Paul spoke, many Jews and some Gentiles followed them and he told them more about
Jesus. On the following Sabbath, Luke tells us that nearly the whole town showed up to hear Paul speak.             
That sounds like an exciting gathering! I’m sure spirits were high as they met with that crowd. Then the dark
side showed up. Some of the Jews became jealous of Paul’s success and they began to argue with him and
provided an unwelcome distraction. In the days following, the disturbance escalated into unrest as the Jews
stirred the town officials against Paul and Barnabas. They began to be persecuted and threatened with
harm or worse if they refused to leave. They left eventually and shook the dust off their sandals in protest
to the treatment they had received. 
      What I hope to say is that when Christians use the tactics of the enemy against others, they might be
playing right into his hands. As with Paul and Barnabas, we expect opposition as we try to be God’s
presence in the world. However, we will not display God’s presence if our behavior looks nothing like God. 
 Like Paul, we will need to remember to stay the course; to continue to be obedient to the call of God and
continue to serve his purposes in our community. We can never let opposition take us off the mission to
love others well, even those with whom we disagree and look for opportunities to teach the truth in love.
Our battle isn’t against people, in fact reaching people is the mission.
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Prayer Requests

Last Week:
Sunday Class & Conversation -134
 Worship -323
Giving - $11,274
Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 63

Emilia Delgado, infant great- granddaughter of Kay
Larson is home and improving following her recent
surgery and illness. Please continue to keep Emilia
and her brother Joel in your prayers for improved
health and overall wellness.

Jim Bob Humphrey is recovering from recent
shoulder surgery. Please pray for a full and rapid
recovery.

Sympathy:
We extend our sympathy to Lauren Reed and
family in the tragic loss of her stepbrother recently.

We also extend our sympathy to Stephanie
Dunning in the recent loss of her grandfather.

Both of these families have experienced multiple
losses in a short amount of time. Please pray for
peace and comfort for all affected. May they feel
God’s presence surrounding them in the days
ahead.

Survival Flight Membership
Renewal 

For those signed up for Survival Flight, you
should be getting a renewal notice in the
mail.  The new cost for coverage will be $60,
and payment is due at the end of May.  Our
local representative is no longer here, so
please mail in renewal fees individually. If you
have not received a renewal notice by 5/13,
please let Vicki Betterton know. 

 

Baptisms
Congratulations to 

Michelle Branneky,  and 
Sherry Powell who were baptized in

the last week!  Welcome our new
sisters in Christ!

 

Next Sunday, May 22, will be Senior Sunday.
Please take a moment to write in the Senior

Bibles or circle a favorite encouraging scripture to
let these young people know they are loved and

thought of as they go out into the world!  
 

Summer Sunday Nights
Sunday June 5th will be the first of our Summer
Sunday Night Picnics in the Park. We will meet at

5pm in Pavilion # 8 at Old Post Park.
Hamburgers and Hotdogs will be provided. Please

bring sides, desserts and drinks for a crowd! 
*Other Picnic dates are July 24th and Aug 28th*

 

Newcomers Potluck
Sunday June 12th we will host a

newcomers/ visitors potluck in the
Family Center following morning
worship service, to get to know
the new faces of West Side. This

will be an old fashioned style
potluck, so bring plenty of food to

share! Make an effort to invite
some new acquaintances to join

us in a time of fellowship. Hope to
see you there!


