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Happy Mother’s Day

     I can’t help but play the proud Grandpa role in this article. Many of you already know that our first
grandchild was born this past Wednesday. She was born to Sam (our son and oldest child) and his wife
Carissa. She is a healthy, beautiful little girl named Eleanor Lynn, but we will call her Ellie. On my daughter-
in-law’s first Mother’s Day, she feels the full weight of motherhood as she heals from the aftermath of
childbirth and begins the suffering from a lack of sleep and having another human completely dependent
on her. The greatest blessings also come with a burden.
    Motherhood comes for her with a full complement of emotion from loving this little human being with
more love than she thought possible to being willing to go to any length to protect her and give her the best
life she possibly can. Until you hold your own child it is difficult to grasp the concept of giving your life for
someone but that changes on your first sight of your precious little one. She feels the weight of
responsibility for caring for and leading this vulnerable, impressionable little one on a journey that leads to
meeting her full potential one day and becoming a dedicated disciple of Jesus Christ.
    I’m convinced that one of the best things moms and dads can do for their kids is to help them meet their
full potential. Meeting their full potential has little to do with family finances, intelligence, athletic or musical
prowess. It has everything to do with character. Those other factors can have impact in some way but
without character those things can actually diminish potential rather than enhance it. Talent and ability
without character is a prescription for arrogance. 
    Instilling character has to do with identifying a set of values that for you, define a life well lived. Biblically,
values are or are related to things like godliness, discipleship, honesty, integrity, kindness, peace, patience,
dependability, self-control and the like. Many of those things are listed as “fruits of the Spirit” and are
developed by walking in step with God’s Holy Spirit living within us. Things we do that align our choices and
our behavior with those values are our character. A person who espouses values but does not live up to
them is not said to have much character.
    Children naturally resist character. Character requires hard things like delay of gratification (passing up
good things because better things are ahead) and self-discipline. Both of which require restraint and the
ability to turn away from a want in deference a should. As Stephen Covey, the author of “The Seven Habits
of Highly Effective People” puts it, a proactive person must be able to “subordinate an impulse to a value.”
    Living that and teaching that is the best way to instill character in a child. Children will see if what we say
we value is not what we do. They will use their parent’s hypocrisy as a license for indulgence rather than a
motivation for restraint. A child with character has far more potential to live a life of impact and meaning
than those who only know to get what they want any way they can. 
    I wish all the moms out there a “Happy Mother’s Day” and ask them to consider what they can do to help
their children become people of character.
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Prayer Requests

Last Week:
Sunday Class & Conversation -134
 Worship -301
Giving - $14,988
Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 67

Jim Bob Humphrey is recovering from recent
shoulder surgery. Please keep him in your
prayers for a full and rapid recovery. 

Emeilia Delgado, infant great-granddaughter
of Kay Larson, is recovering from surgery to
open her airway and correct a
swallowing/choking issue. After a life
threatening reaction, she is improving and will
hopefully be discharged to go home soon.
Please continue to pray for her delicate body
to fully recover soon. 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Amber Fuentez on her
decision to put on Christ in baptism last
Sunday!   Welcome Amber to our family! 

Congratulations to Sam and Carissa Tripp on
the birth of their daughter Elenor Lynn on
Wednesday! Mother and baby are doing great!
Proud grandparents are Tim and Lenore Tripp.

Welcome!
Welcome Steve and Michelle Lemieux to the
West Side family. Steve and Michelle placed
membership last Sunday. 

Survival Flight Membership
Renewal 

For those signed up for Survival
Flight, you should be getting a
renewal notice in the mail.  The new
cost for coverage will be $60, and
payment is due at the end of May. 
 Our local representative is no longer
here, so please mail in renewal fees
individually. If you have not received a
renewal notice by 5/13, please let
Vicki Betterton know. 

 

Vacation Bible School
 

Vacation Bible School will be July
11-15 for ages 1yr. - 5th grade. 

 
If you would like to help with this
event, there is a link posted on

the West Side friends and family
page where you can sign up.
There will also be a list in the

lobby on Sunday for your
convenience. 

Register your child online:
https://forms.gle/gVtyTNBWhvDx
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