
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these.” Mark 10:14. 

 Jesus’ attention to children is difficult to understand without considering the 
culture in which he lived.  In the culture of the first century among Hebrews, 
social status was very important. Men were on top of the social ladder, women 
were far below the men and at the very bottom were the children.  The first 
century culture was one in which children were to be seen and not heard.  They 
were expected to do what they were told.  When an adult, any adult, gave them 
instructions, those instructions were to be carried out without pause, question 
or challenge.  If they failed to follow instructions, it reflected very badly on the 
parents and particularly on the father for he was the one in charge of their 
socialization and expected to instill discipline and compliance to social norms. 
Obedient children reflected well on their father. Disobedient children left their 
father open to the accusation of incompetence and irresponsibility (you can see 
that in the list of qualifications Paul gives for elders and deacons in 1 Timothy 3. 
See especially verse 4).  

 In Mark 10:13-16 there is a scene in which parents bring their children to Jesus 
(it wasn’t unusual for a Rabbi to bless the children with a touch) but Jesus’ 
disciples resist them. They may have seen the work of blessing children to be 
‘beneath’ someone of the importance of Jesus. Jesus insists that the children be 
allowed to come to him insisting that “the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these.” That strikes us a little strangely but it must have seemed a bizarre 
statement for those with Jesus. How could the kingdom of God belong to those 
who are the weakest, lowliest and most vulnerable among them? Then Jesus 
adds, “Anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child, will 
never enter it,” (v.15). How does one receive the kingdom of God like a little 
child? I think the interpretation goes something like this: If you come to the 
kingdom thinking you’ve got it all figured out; if you come telling others how 
they should do life; if you have the notion that you can put Jesus in your box 
and ask everyone to comply or die, perhaps that is not as Jesus was asking. 

 Children come with open arms. Children come with no preconceived notions 
or agenda. Children assume their ignorance and gladly defer to the wisdom of 
others. Children know they have boo-boo’s (brokenness) and seek healing. 
Children know they make mistakes and seek understanding and forgiveness. 
Children long to be touched by the Lord without asking what it is going to cost. 
Children come ready to love and accept others without prejudice, bias or 
judgement. Children listen to the voice of the teacher and accept what is said 
without challenge, without question and without pause.  

 Are you ready to receive the kingdom of God like a little child?

For The Record 
Week of October 30, 2017 

Bible Study 245 ............................................

Sunday Worship 453 ....................................

Share Groups 163 ........................................

Wednesday 273 ...........................................

Contribution $15,076 ..................................

Weekly Budget $18,165 ..............................

Nursery Attendants 
Nov 6 Gail Davenport, Trish Bailey .......................

Nov 13 Linda Basham, Cindy Beck ......................

Communion Prep 
Nov Larry & Judy Holman ...........................

Greeters 
November 6, 13, 20 

Charles & Shirley May East ..........................

Roy & Becky Reeves West ...........................

George & Wanda Reed North ....................

November 27 
Tom & Tami Robinson East ..........................

Herb Taylor West ..........................................

Joe & Hazel Russell North ...........................

Lord’s Supper 
Table 1 

Lloyd Cawyer, Bobby Wortham, Don 
Beck, Doug Bailey, R.D. Walker 

Table 2 

Darran Austin, Joel Tippit, Rick Butler, Jim 
Betterton, Ashley Young

Jesus and the children
November 6, 2017 by Tim Tripp

Kids for Christ 
Kids For Christ is for ages 2 through 2nd 

grade, in rooms #17-20 during the 
sermon time. 

November’s Word of the Month 
Obedient 

November 6 
Deanna Cole (2 yrs) 

Christina Brooks (3 & 4 yrs) 

Bob & Kay Smart (K-2) 

Wesley Lamberson & Reagan Mitchell 
(Puppets) 

November 13 
Deanna Cole (2 yrs) 

Sarah Janelle (3 & 4 yrs) 

Mike & Paulette Cooper (K-2) 

Wesley Lamberson & Reagan Mitchell 
(Puppets) 

November Helpers 
Jada Parker, Courtney Nesbitt,  

& Sara Francis 

Raising Arrows  
Raising Arrows is the children’s 

education ministry for grades K-5. 

Teachers beginning November 9: 

Noah's Arcade 
Tami Robinson  

& Christina Brooks 

Museum 
Brent & April Ruple 

Creator's Canvas  
William & Cassandra Smith 

Holy Word Studios 
Sarah Abbott



 Ladies Bible Study  
Thursdays; 9:30AM; Chapel 
“Human & Holy” by Michelle J. Goff 

 Youth Ministry  
WSYM Midweek (Wednesdays) 
5:30PM Pizza & Hang Time; 6:30PM Bible 
Study 
Youth Worship Night (Little Rock) 
November 13; Grades 6-12 
Winter Retreat 
December 9-11; $40; Grades 6-12 
Gulf Coast Getaway 
January 13-16, $100, HS Juniors & Seniors 

 Lads to Leaders   
 & Bible Bowl  
On Sunday, November 6 there will be 
informational meeting in the Family 
Center for any interested in Lads to Leaders.   

Practice begins Sunday, November 6. We 
will meet from 3:00-4:30 p.m., at the 
Family Center through March. Contact 
Kyle Lamberson if you want to participate. 

 Monday night for the master 
MNFTM will resume Monday, November 
7. We continue to look for ways to serve 
our community and we welcome your 
ideas. Let Beth Donnell, Joy Brandon, or 
Merlin Mann know or come join us next 
week! 

 Holiday Schedule  
11/22 Thanksgiving Devotional. 6:30PM. 
11/23 All classes cancelled. 
12/25 3:00PM Christmas Service. No  
 other meeting times.  
12/28 All classes cancelled. 
01/01 AM classes cancelled. Worship  
 service at 10:00AM. 

 DIOS LE BENDIGA (God Bless You) Aris Ortiz  
I was 21 years old when I a became a christian. Before that, my life was “according to 
the flesh” and looking for the things of this world. Now, when a read “Remember your 
Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come and the years 
approach when you will say, I find no pleasure in them”…(Ecclesiastes 12:1) is so real 
in my life to confirm the opposite: I find pleasure in those days!  

Blessings over blessings has been from that day when I was baptized.  I will not have 
the family that I have now. I will not have this joy in my heart that my boys brings to me 
constantly. I wouldn't be part of the Westside family today!  God’s promises are so 
real and He is faithful on fulfill every one of them. The best one: He has promised to 
us a heavenly place! 

Our phrase for the week: 
“Ser fiel a Dios cada dia!” Be faithful to God every day! ........................................................

Always appreciating your prayers for this ministry. 

 Prayer List  
Nursing Homes 
Madge Alverson (Atkins #312), Mary Barton (Atkins #107), Mirl Helms (Stella Manor 
#221), Imogene Taylor (Brookdale #211), Wayne Nordin (Brookdale #219), Glennette 
Price (Stella Manor #305), Margaret Bell (Rsvl. Nursing Ctr #312), Elizabeth Wyatt 
(Legacy Heights #43). 

Cancer Patients: 
Gladys Norwood, Helen Stephens, Mary Grice, Mary King, Tiffany Lutrell, Carla Ford, 
Jeri Shay, Doug Hart, Jerry Thompson, Julie Session, Ruby Kite, Sherilyn Russell, Kelly 
Owens, Don Martin, Lavada Gordon, Tami Lemley, Mary Crosby, Ray Fullerton, Amy 
Baker, Delba Parrish, Kirk Benson, Bob Baker, Jim Valentine, Ali Winters, Debbie Gann, 
Hobart Summers, Debra Leaming, Lorri Petty, Joyce Gage, Ruth Kelley, Steven Watson, 
Linda Elkins, Hazel Anderson, Johnetta Hunter, Dianne Skipper, Suzanne Gatewood, 
Kim Kersh, Richie Schilling 

Additional:  
Aris Ortiz, Jr., Burnis Shay, Patsy Parnell, Nora Smith, Mildred Brown, Jean Smith, 
Jeremiah Martinez, Ella Allison 

Military:  
Dale Nelson, Justin Dollins, Steven Renfrow, Nicholas Randel, James Cole, Jr., Micah 
Hunter, Steven Cawyer, Charles Pitney, Joseph Roberds 

Missions: 
James & Abigail Rucker-Haiti, WBS Students 

 Share Groups  
Group discussion guides are available in the foyer.

 Celebrate Recovery  
Friday nights in the Cornerstone. Dinner 
5:45PM; Worship 6:30PM. Free childcare. 
If you have questions please email 
CR@westsidear.org.  

 Children’s Home  
Southern Christian Children’s Home has a 
Caseworker position available. 
Information can be found on their website 
at www.schome.org or you can contact 
Kristin Bunch, 501-977-3089, or 
kristin.bunch@ymail.com for an 
application packet. 

 Prime Timers  
Crystal Bridges trip Friday, November 11. 
Must sign up by Sunday November 6. 

Prime Timers are also collecting saltine 
crackers for SCCH. 

 Office Update  
The shepherds would like the church to 
know that Kereigh Roberds and Kim 
Funkhouser are no longer serving as 
office assistants at West Side. We are very 
thankful for the years they have served 
this congregation and wish them well in 
the future.  

We have begun a process to seek out one 
full-time person to perform the daily tasks 
of an office assistant with the additional 
responsibility of supporting our ministry 
team and the various ministries of our 
church. Your patience is greatly 
appreciated as we work through this 
transition. 

To contact the office please use the new 
email: info@westsidear.org.
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