
“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and they will call him Immanuel – 
which means, ‘God with us.’” - Matthew 1:23 

One of the things Lenore and I have most enjoyed about our kids attending The public 
school they did was the excellent vocal music program. The director of the program and 
of all choruses was truly the best of the best when it comes to conducting a chorus. One 
winter concert was this several years ago and was as usual, excellent.  They closed the 
concert in a traditional way with the combined choruses singing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
from Handel’s Messiah. It was, as it always is, a stirring and triumphant call to remember 
why Jesus was sent into the world – “the kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of 
our God and of His Christ and He shall reign forever and ever!”  

 The conductor told the story of a tradition of the audience standing when the “Hallelujah 
Chorus” is performed as a part of the larger work (Messiah). According to tradition, the 
King of England attended the premier performance of Messiah in London in 1743. When 
the chorus started the “Hallelujah Chorus” (which is at the end of the 2nd movement of a 
3-part choral piece taking the better part of 3 hours to perform) the king rose to his feet. 
When the king stood, the entire audience rose to their feet as well and so it has been 
since that time that audiences stand for the “Hallelujah Chorus.” 

Whether the tradition is actually true is in question but it is certainly true that when a king 
or queen attended a public performance the audience remained standing until the king 
or queen was seated and rose to their feet anytime he (she) did. Thus, the members of a 
royal family could call attention to an excellent performance or a favorite piece of music 
by standing for it. It was truly remarkable to impress the king. 

The birth of Jesus is like that. The event was so special and so remarkable that the hosts of 
heaven arose. The prophets promoted it, angels foretold it, archangels appeared in 
dreams and in person telling principles to expect it, a star was added to the night sky to 
commemorate it. A virgin gave birth and all of heaven stood. 

No other event in history well ever be seen as being as pivotal as this event. “The Word 
became flesh, and made his dwelling among us.” (John 1:14). All of creation for all time 
turns on the fact of Jesus’ birth; that in Jesus, the sins of man were taken away and sinful 
man was reconciled to their perfect and holy God. 

 The impact of this event continues to be a very real today. The celebration of Christmas is 
no doubt more secular than ever but no amount of secular pressure will ever take away 
the significance of God sending his son for us and all creation takes notice as the creator 
of the universe rises to his feet. 

“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through Him.” - John 3:17        

For The Record 
Week of November 27, 2016 

Bible Study 211 ..................................................
Sunday Worship 421 .........................................
Share Groups 79 ................................................
Wednesday 198 .................................................
Weekly Giving $15,387.89 ...............................
Weekly Budget $18,165.00 ..............................
Year to Date Giving $782,989.18 ....................
Year to Date Budget $871,920.00...................

Unto us a child is born
December 4, 2016 By Tim Tripp

Nursery Attendants 
December 4 

Lenore Tripp, Destiney Carroccio 
December 11 

Christina Betterton, Lenore Tripp 

Communion Prep 
December 
Harris Family 

Greeters 
December 4, 11 

Thom & Tami Robinson East .............................
Herb Taylor West ...............................................
Joe & Hazel Russell North ................................

December 18, 25 
Joel & Ginger Tippit  North ..............................
Gerry & Joyce Bequette West ..........................
Gordon Dunn East .............................................

Lord’s Supper 
December 4 & 11 

Table 1: Ed Lewis, Truman Hill, Merlin Mann, 
Mike Oliver, Brian Hurt 

Table 2: Cecil Johnson, Kyle Lamberson, 
Alan McAdams, Aaron Horton,  

Gary Jernigan

Raising Arrows 
Raising Arrows is the children’s education  

ministry for grades K-5. Teachers 
beginning November 27 are… 

Noah's Arcade 
Dale & Christina Brooks 

Museum 
Lenore Tripp 

Creator's Canvas  
Brent & April Ruple 

Holy Word Studios 
Lee & Andrea Henson

Kids for Christ 
Kids for Christ is for ages 2 — 2nd grade, 
in rooms #17-20 during the sermon time. 

December’s  
Word/Scripture of the Month 

Christmas Story / Isaiah 9:6 

December 4 
Rena Baker (2 yrs) 

Miranda Harris (Craft Center) 

Emma Jernigan & Sara Beth Francis 
(Puppets) 

December 11 
Rena Baker (2 yrs) 

Judy Holman (Craft Center) 

Emma Jernigan & Sara Beth Francis 
(Puppets) 

December Helpers 
Lorelei Harris, Reagan Mitchell,  

Chiane Nesbitt



 Youth Ministry westsideyouthministry.org   
WSYM Midweek (Wednesdays): 
5:30PM Pizza & Hang Time 
6:30PM Bible Study 

Awkward WSYM Christmas Party:  
December 14; 5:30PM in the Cornerstone; 
Girls bring desserts; Boys bring a 2-liter 
drink; $5 Gift Exchange & More!  

Gulf Coast Getaway:  
January 13-16, $100, HS Juniors & Seniors 

 CHRISTmas Boxes  
Donations for our annual Christmas food 
boxes are now being accepted by Joe 
Russell & Frank Foster. The boxes will be 
delivered the week before Christmas. 

 Bridal Shower  
There will be a bridal shower for Anna 
Bowles on Sunday, December 11 from 
2:00PM - 3:30PM in the Rock. She and 
her fiancé, Keith Rugers, are registered at 
Bed Bath & Beyond and Amazon. 

 Help Network  
Help Network is having a pancake breakfast 
fundraiser on Sunday, December 4 from 
9AM-2PM at Stoby’s. The cost is $5 per 
person. See the flyer in the foyer or contact 
the office for more information.  

 Deeds for Needs  
If you have a home task or problem you 
can't find help with or accomplish on your 
own, feel free to call or text Lynn Donnell at 
479-970-4447 or call our office.

 DIOS LE BENDIGA (God Bless You) By Aris Ortiz   
About ten Hispanic families plus few more individuals are attending every Sunday to our 
worship services. About 15 Hispanic children are attending Sunday classes too, and little 
by little the Westside family is growing. Because your prayers for this ministry, God is 
opening doors and the Gospel is being preach! 

God is blessing Westside and Westside is bringing blessings to others around this 
community. And YOU are part of this work when you pray to God for this Ministry. So, 
please don’t stop praying for us and let us keep working and trusting in the Lord that he 
will touch many hearts so they will obey the Gospel!  

Phrase of the week orar sin cesar (pray continually) .......................................................................

 Harvest Sunday  
On Sunday, December 11, we invite you to participate in a special contribution to help 
make up our budget deficit. We are blessed with a generous church family here at West 
Side. As we move towards the end of 2016, we encourage the entire congregation to 
prayerfully consider what your family can do to do help us meet the financial goals we 
presented at the first of the year.  We are praying for a great harvest in the coming weeks 
as we lean into our mission to Love, Share, & Disciple. Thank you for all you do to support 
this church and the many ministries in our care.  

— West Side Shepherds 

 Prayer List  
Nursing Homes 
Madge Alverson (Atkins #312), Mary Barton (Atkins #107), Mirl Helms (Stella Manor #221), 
Imogene Taylor (Brookdale #211), Wayne Nordin (Brookdale #219), Glennette Price (Stella 
Manor #305), Margaret Bell (Rsvl. Nursing Ctr #312), Elizabeth Wyatt (Legacy Heights #43). 
Cancer Patients 
Gladys Norwood, Helen Stephens, Mary Grice, Mary King, Tiffany Lutrell, Carla Ford, Jeri Shay, 
Doug Hart, Jerry Thompson, Julie Session, Ruby Kite, Sherilyn Russell, Kelly Owens, Don Martin, 
Lavada Gordon, Tami Lemley, Ray Fullerton, Amy Baker, Delba Parrish, Kirk Benson, Bob Baker, 
Jim Valentine, Ali Winters, Debbie Gann, Hobart Summers, Debra Leaming, Lorri Petty, Joyce 
Gage, Ruth Kelley, Steven Watson, Linda Elkins, Hazel Anderson, Johnetta Hunter, Dianne 
Skipper, Suzanne Gatewood, Kim Kersh, Richie Schilling, Greg Standridge 
Military 
Dale Nelson, Justin Dollins, Steven Renfrow, Nicholas Randel, James Cole, Jr., Micah Hunter, 
Steven Cawyer, Charles Pitney, Joseph Roberds 
Additional 
Aris Ortiz, Jr., Burnis Shay, Patsy Parnell, Nora Smith, Jean Smith, Jeremiah Martinez, Ella Allison 
Missions 
James & Abigail Rucker-Haiti, WBS Students

 Celebrate Recovery  
CR meets on Friday nights in the 
Cornerstone. Dinner is at 5:45PM. Worship 
is at 6:30PM. Free childcare. If you have 
questions please email CR@westsidear.org.  

 Housewarming Party  
There will be a housewarming party for 
Krysta Allen on Sunday, December 11, right 
after services in the Family Center. Come 
join us for a soup potluck and help Krysta fill 
her new home. Contact April Ruple for 
questions. 

 Lads to Leaders  
Lads to Leaders registration forms are due. 
Please see Chad Mitchell or Kyle Lamberson 
for information. 

 Prime Timers  
Prime Timers will meet December 13 at 
5:30PM in the Family Center. The night will 
feature Christmas Carols with Tim and Zac 
and a White Elephant gift exchange 
(something from home or $5-10). Smoked 
brisket will be provided. Bring a favorite 
holiday side or dessert. Sign up in the foyer.  

 Monday night for the master  
MNFTM meets in the Family Center on 
Mondays at 5:45PM for dinner and 6:30PM 
for service projects. 

 Communion Prep  
If you are willing to prepare communion for 
a month in 2017, please sign the list in the 
foyer. 

Holiday Schedule 

December 28  
All classes cancelled. Bulletin Announcements 

To submit an announcement for the bulletin,  
please contact the office using the email: info@westsidear.org.

December 25  
3:00PM Christmas Service.  
No other meeting times. 

January 1  
Morning classes cancelled.  

Worship service at 10:00AM.
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